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ABSTRACT 

This project examined the development of the physical 
structure of a city in preparation for the designing of a unit of 
study on Urbanization for grades five through twelve. The rationale 
is focused on the effect physical structure has on the processes and 
functions of urban life. Recognizing the need for a method or process 
to examine city forms, the study of urban geography in conjunction 
with other social sciences was utilized. The concepts of urban 
geography and its relationship to anthropology, sociology, economics, 
history, political science, social psychology, and geography provide 
background for the approach to the topic. Concepts of each discipline 
are listed to present a suggested framework of objectives. General 
objectives and criteria are briefly recounted, but final selection of 
concepts are left for the 1971-72 developmental phase of the 
curriculum. A case study of the city of saskatoon provides a primary 
illustrative model for development of curriculum design. Related 
documents are ED 055 011-020. (JMB) 
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM SELECTED 



We have chosen to examine the development of the physical structure of a Canadian 
city as one aspect of "Urbanization." This topic has been selected because the physical 
structure provides the setting in which urban life exists. This setting has very definite effects 
on the processes and functions of urban life. Many problems of the city stem from the character- 
istics of this physical structure and its development. An understanding of the organization of 
the structure and the factors that are responsible for an urban settlement taking the form it has 
should be fruitful in itself as well as providing the logical basis from which other topical studies 
such as identity, interdependence, pollution, aesthetics, etc., can be developed. 

Our objective is to prepare a unit of study for Canadian children on this theme. This 
unit will be set up in such a way as to capitalize on the student's wide range of interests and 
capabilities. The concepts to be learned will be organized in such a way that there is a prog- 
ression of learning from the simple to the more complex. Over all it is planned to encompass 
levels of learning from grade five through to grade twelve. 

It is difficult at this point to predict the length of school time to be devoted to studying 
the material as the final selection of concepts has not been made. No doubt this will also vary 
with the class level using the materials, the ability of the students, and the detail to which the 
student and teacher wish to involve themselves in this study. 



A STATEMENT OF RATIONALE 



Cities and urban centers are facts of Canadian life. Eighty per cent of Canadian people 
live in urban settlements where the majority of activities (economic, social, etc,) and 
institutions are found. Ganada is no longer the rural country it once was and all indications 
seem to suggest we will become "more urban" in the future. Concomi tant wi th the movement 
of people from rural to urban areas has been a change in the attitudes of people who live in 

cities our perspectives are much different from those of our parents and grandparents. Out 

of these changing attitudes, have arisen the multiple crises of urbanization. Crises that range 
from economic problems of unemployment and displacement through the psychological issues of 
identity and alienation. It is obvious to us then that there is no real need for sophisticated 
rationalizations on why urbanization has been selected as a continuing concern of Canadian 
life. Urban living is a fact — and so is it a fact that schools have focused little or no atten- 
tion on the study of the city and its images. Aside from cursory and indirect investigation the 
social studies by and large has ignored a real and legitimate study of urbanization. The question 
we, in this Project Canada West sub-project must answer is, "Does the study of the growth and 
development of the physical structure of a city constitute any real and legitimate focus for the 
study of Urbanization?" We answer with a resounding "Yes !" 

In the vague realm surrounding the term "Urbanization" definitions are both plentiful and, 
often, inadequate. Interpretations of the phrase "physical structure of a city" run from the 
geographer's stark "morphology" to fuzzy feelings about the concrete cultural configurations of 
a city. In between these extremes lie the plethora of terms that, collectively, may fall short of 
a definition but at least constitute a demarcation of what physical structure entails. Doxiadis 
suggests "shells and networks, " others refer to "patterns and profiles, " still other writers mention 



"city molds," "vistas" and "urban landscapes." Ultimate ly one must merely say physical 
structure refers primarily to the non-human elements of the urban scene. This, however, 
does not imply ignorance of the human element in cities but rather an investigation of 
the complex relationship between society's values, changing economic conditions and the 
physical features (natural and man-made) of the urban land-scape. (A more precise 
description of this concept can be found in a section of the report dealing with research 
findings. ) 

The focus of this project then will be the physical structure of cities. The ultimate 
objective as with all Canadian studies' projects is the promotion of Hodgett's expressed 
ideal of a "...rational community approximating the democratic ideal. " More immediately 
the goal of this study is the development of know ledge, ski Ms and attitudes that wi 1 1 con- 
tribute to a student's sensitive and meaningful understanding of urbanization. As 

Sociologist Ralph Tomlinson has said, "prerequisite to rational action is the knowledge of 

I 

the way cities have grown. " This statement offers the key raison d'etre of our study. 

The problem of how to study urban growth and development is complex. As we 
examine urban living, we must be aware of questions like, What is Ganadian about our 
cities? Do our city forms reflsct our needs and hopes — or are they transplanted pale 
imitations? Discovering an approach, then, is vital to the success of the investigation. 

In the beginning two alternatives seem to present themselves . On the one hand exists a 
narrow purely descriptive approach — this is unacceptable for as A.L. Strauss states in 
his book on images of the city, physical structure does not mean ". . .looking at ob- 
jectively what was happening to (the city) but rather what (people) have thought and are 
thinking about those happenings. It is the imagery of urbanization about which we are 
1 

Ralph Tomlinson, Urban Structure, Random House 
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concerned because it illuminates contemporary reactions of today's 
urbanization. '* In other words what ultimately is under investigation is the life 
styles both past and present of urban dwellers. Life styles that reflect the whole 
spectrum of the social studies. However, if we abandon a descriptive approach as 
too narrow; we cannot accept a shallow, oversimplified notional approach. Over- 
simplifications and unfounded generalizations add little to true knowledge. What 
remains then is the middle way — a compromise. We feel we achieve this by 
selecting the study of urban geography as a synthesizing study of several social 
sciences (anthropology, history, economics, sociology, etc.) and rejecting a rigid 
single discipline approach. The object then is to provide a frame of reference, a 
method of inquiry, a unifying search that offers open-ended investigation where 
questions, not answers emerge. By incorporating ideas from social sciences, we feel 
we are offering a legitimate inquiry and by centering our investigation on urban 
geography we are offering a starting point for expanding horizons. 

Basically, then, our project has two presuppositions. First, we recognize the 
significance of the physical structure of cities - to quote Tomlinson ". . .practitioners 
of urban ecology need to know the manner in which metropolitan areas, cities and 
neighbourhoods are put together before they can begin deciding on and effecting 

2 

plans for rearranging or maintaining existing social, economic and spatial patterns. " 
Our second premise is that a method or process is necessary to study city forms. We 
feel the study of urban geography in conjunction with other social sciences offers us 
this method. 



A. L. Strauss, Images and the American City, Free Press of Glencoe, New York, 
1961, p.86 

Z Tomlinson, Urban Structure, p. 19 



